M'Comas.

Yes: Socialism. That's what Miss Gloria
will be upto her ears in, before the end of
the month if you let her loose herel

Valentine completes the education of Gloria left unfinished by
her mother. Though Mrs. Clandon has a very poor opinion
of Valentine, he unashamedly expounds to her his philosophy
of the duel of the sexes. It is to Gloria, however, that he yields
not only his love but the pearl of his philosophy as a lover's gift.
A love scene in which the New Woman was involved was a novelty
at the time the play was written. In Shaw's discussion-play even
love making is translated into non-emotional intellectual terms.
The characters analyse and probe into their erotic reactions and
the social and meta-biological purposes and consequences of the
act of loving. Indeed, Valentine Shaw had invented and perfected
by personal experience a new technique in the gunnery against
the New Woman! Bui before the play ends, the duellist of sex
has to rue his ingenuity. The vital woman, Gloria is not to be
trifled with. " Her grip of his arm tightens; and she kisses him."
Like Blanche hooking up Trench, Valentine is fastened ,to the
other end of the matrimonial chain. The brave duellist of sex
sinks into the pathetic figure of the father for Gloria's children.
Walter consoles him:

Walter.
Cheer up, Sir, Cheer up. Every man is
frightened of marriage when it comes to the
point; but it often turns out very
comfortable.1
Valentine is the philosophic man, the Positive Character who has
a dawning consciousness of the inner will of the world. He views
his philanderings as the products of the workings of the Life Force.
He has other positive qualities as well. Like all other Shaw's
Positive Characters, Valentine is a realist who faces all facts, even
personal facts, though they may be unpleasant. Not ashamed
1.    You Never Can Tell, 217.2.C.
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